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Introducing Rev. Eric Scott as new USM Director
Dr. Ron Burgio
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I have been blessed to know Eric Scott ever since 
he was a student at Elim Bible Institute and I 
would like to take just a minute to introduce you 
to my friend.

Upon my 
recommendation, Eric 
was recently appointed 
by Elim Fellowship's 
Council of Elders to 
be the new Director 
of US Ministries.  Eric 
currently works part-
time in this position 
2 days per week and 
continues to serve 
full-time as Sr. Pastor 
of Celebrate! Family 
Church in Leicester, 
NY.  He and his wife, 
Debbie, have served this 
congregation, formerly 
known as Elim Gospel 
Church of Mt. Morris, 
NY, since 1992.

Four words stand out to me when I think of 
Eric Scott:  Devoted, Dedicated, Decisive, and 
Determined.

First and foremost, Eric has been devoted to his 
God, his wife, and his family.  He and Deby 
have taken on the challenge of raising 6 beautiful 
adopted children.  His love and joy for the sanctity 
of life is evident in the warmth you experience 
when you have the opportunity to be in their 
home.

Eric's dedication to his church has been  proven 
true as he has given the past 17+ years to the 
people at Celebrate! Family Church.  His 
dedication is not restricted only to the local 

church since for years he has 
been equally committed to Elim 
Fellowship.  Until just recently 
Eric has given himself unselfishly 
to pastors, leaders, and credential 
holders as he has served as 
an Area Rep and a Regional 
Director.  He has a big heart for 
the extended body of Christ.

One of the greatest strengths I 
have witnessed in his ministry 
is his ability to be decisive.  He 
takes time to gather facts, weigh 
the options, then when it's the 
right moment he's not afraid to 
make the decision.  Great leaders 
glean from those around them 
and are willing to move forward 
with confidence.

Finally, Eric is determined.  His determination to 
see a plan through to its completion in the face 
of obstacles is maybe his greatest asset.  He strives 
for his ªyesº to be ªyesº and his ªnoº to be ªnoº.   
His follow-through on the vision he's been given 
inspires confidence and courage in those who walk 
with him.

I am so glad and personally blessed that Eric Scott 
is our US Ministries Director.  I encourage you to 
pray for him, stand by him, and believe with him 
as he presses forward into Elim's best days yet.
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Born and raised in the city of Pittsburgh, Terry 
Kelley now resides in the heart of the Alleghany 
National Forest in Northwestern Pennsylvania.  
From president of an outlaw motorcycle gang to  
church pastor, Terry has made strides spiritually 
while experiencing changes in his surroundings 
over recent years.

 In December of 1984, after years of living the 
outlaw 
biker 
lifestyle, 
Terry 
came to 
the saving 
knowledge 
of Jesus 
Christ.  
After his 
conversion, 
Terry 

began to share his testimony with youth groups 
throughout the greater Pittsburgh area. His pastor  
began utilizing him in the youth ministry. After 
a time, realizing he needed a greater in-depth 
understanding of the Bible, Terry enrolled at Elim 
Bible Institute.

In 1992, after graduating from Elim, Terry went 
on staff at EBI, eventually working as the Director 
of Support Services.  In 1997 he and his wife, 
Bethany, were married and moved to Tidioute, 
Pennsylvania.  Terry knew that the Lord had called 
him into ministry but also knew that the Lord's 
timing was just as important as the call itself.  The 
next 10 years was spent raising their 5 children 
while Terry worked at a local factory as a facility 
manager.  In 2002 he also bought a motorcycle 
shop, where he was able to ªtinker with his toysº 
(Harley's) and get paid for it.  

When the factory closed its doors in 2006, Terry 
began to look for more work.  As time went on 
and nothing opened up, he began to wonder if 
God was leading him into ministry at this time.  

He began to pray that the Lord would open the 
doors if this was the time.  Doors began to open.  
Terry and Bethany became very involved in a local 
chapter of the Christian Motorcyclist Association, 
where Terry now serves as the chaplain.  There 
was also a need for a pastor in a small local Free 
Methodist Church.  After meeting with the Free 
Methodist Council, Terry accepted the position 
as pastor of the church.  Townline Free Methodist 
Church is a very small, but beautiful church 
located in the heart of the National Forest.  A 
number of those who attend the church are 
ªseasonalº and some have camps and are there only 
on the weekends. Terry and Bethany will often ride 
their Harley's to church but even more interesting 
is when others arrive riding their horses. It is 
indeed a very unique church.  

The Kelley's vision for the church is to reach out 
and draw more of the year-round residents and 
youth through events and programs at the church.  
In July they had a ªMeet the Pastorº Sunday, in 
which Reverend Eric Scott, Regional Director, 
and his family came and presented Terry with his 
Ministerial License.  In August they also had a 
ªBiker Sundayº during a local motorcycle event. 

God has brought Terry on a great journey -- from 
the streets of Pittsburgh to a little church in the 
woods, but God has promised to be faithful to 
complete the journey set before us all.  It will 
be exciting to see where God leads next in this 
journey.  

  FROM THE STREETS OF THE CITY TO 
THE WOODS OF THE NATIONAL FOREST

Terry and Bethany Kelly
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Steph's Corner
GOOD PRACTICES FOR A CHURCH BOARD 
Stephanie Zeller, Assistant Director, US Ministries

.A.M.I.L.Y. / Fall 200

Congrats!
WE CONGRATULATE THE FOLLOWING ON 

THEIR CREDENTIALS
Thomas Allen  -   Licensed

Sara Cliff  - Licensed International Worker

David Hayner - Licensed

Audrey Oppedisano- Christian Worker international 

Stephen Smith - Ordained

Dee Torres - Ordained

    ...continued pg 7
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Regardless of whether the church board is elected by the 
congregation or a self-perpetuating eldership, the dynamic 
of the senior pastor's relationship with an effective 
board requires work, organization and prayer. Often a 
key component for making the relationship flow well is 
establishing practices that cause the board to feel good 
about the way they are performing their responsibilities. 

Good board members are not 
interested in having power; they 

just want to know that they 
are being good stewards.

Dependable Meeting 
Scheduling   

Most church constitutions do 
not specify how often the board 

members or elders are to meet, 
however, quarterly is a good minimum standard for a 
church board. It is also very important to set the meeting 
dates a year in advance and stick to your scheduleÐ
whatever it may be.  An example might be the 2nd 
Tuesday night of every odd numbered month with a pass 
for the month of July. That type of scheduling allows the 
board member to plan around the meeting times and be 
available 90% of the time. When that happens, quorums 
are met and the frustration of trying to schedule by email 
is eliminated.  The only good time to schedule a meeting 
is when you are actually in a meeting.  

Meeting Minutes

Any board that either makes decisions or provides an 
important review function for the church needs to keep 
minutes of its meeting. Good minutes are an art. They 
need to be prepared by someone who is in sync with 
the leader of the meeting (i.e. no personal agenda) and 
who has a gift for writing minutes. They need to be brief 
±not going into lots of details and should be very delicate 
about the naming of individuals or identification of 
congregational misdeeds. Their purpose is to (i) establish 
the date, location and identity of those present, (ii) note 
items that have been decided at the meeting and (iii ) note 
items which the board wants to remember to decide at the 

next meeting.  The best person to prepare minutes is the 
leader of the meeting. But, if the leader is not one who is 
good at writing minutes, then the minutes may not get 
prepared.  The solution is to appoint a properly gifted 
member of the board to prepare a draft of the minutes 
and email them to the leader for approval. It is a lot easier 
for a leader to tweak something that is written than to 
write minutes from scratch.

Financial Audits and Review

Sometimes a board will ponder whether an ªauditº or 
a ªreviewº is needed by the church. Audits are quite 
expensive (typically over $4,000), so the audit question is 
often answered in the negative. A ªreviewº may only cost 
$500-$800, as it is just a presentation of the financials in 
an orderly accounting format. It is not an audit or a fraud 
protection or even an assurance that a church follows 
generally accepted accounting principles. What a ªreviewº 
does do is give your bookkeeping staff some exposure to 
knowledgeable accountants and that exposure process 
can result in answers to questions that the bookkeeper 
was confused over and some cleaning up of how the 
accounting records are done or how year-end W-2s and 
1099s should be prepared. The key, therefore, is simply 
to give the bookkeeper or volunteer treasurer sufficient 
contact with knowledgeable people so that the job they 
do is in line with good accounting practices. Good board 
members like to know that the financial processes are in 
good order.  
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In September 2008, I put in my one year 
resignation with BASIC College Ministries as 
the Executive Director.  Although we had been 
sensing a transition coming up since 2007, it 
was a difficult decision.  The Lord had prepped 
us by highlighting Proverbs 3:5-6 in our quiet 
times, 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NASB  Trust in the LORD 
with all your heart and do not lean on your 
own understanding.  (6)  In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your 
paths straight.

As we prayed about this decision, the only 
direction we received from the Lord was, ªLike 
Abraham, step out from your place of comfort to 
the land that I will show you.º  Although not very 
comforting at first, as we have taken steps of faith 
the Lord has come to our aid in amazing ways!  
You see, God often doesn't show up until we take 
a step of faith.  I like to define faith as ªbelief (in 
who God is and what He can do) that leads to 
action!º  So many times during this journey, it 
wasn't until we put our foot in the water that Jesus 
did something really amazing.  As we followed 
His voice and put in our one year resignation, the 
Lord began to speak to us about our next step.  

Three years ago, I had a vision of a huge heart 
beating and it was placed over Boston.  The heart 
was pumping blood (life) in every direction.  
Many people have spoken words of destiny over 
Boston.  Late author and teacher, Derek Prince, 
said this, ªBoston is the Jericho of the United 
States, and the Lord says that when I cause the 
walls of intellectualism to come tumbling down, 
then I shall pour out My Spirit on this whole 
land.º   Boston and New England have been the 
heartbeat of our nation since its formation.  If it 
can happen in Boston (and many believe it can), 
then it can happen anywhere in our nation.  New 

England is considered one of the least reached, 
least churched regions in our nation.

Since having that vision over 3 years ago, I have 
been to Boston nearly 20 times (I lost count 
around 15)!  My heart resonates with passion for 
what God is doing there, for the people, and for 
the area.  As a result, we are going to be launching 
a brand new church! 

 Our specific target area is Cambridge, MA near 
Harvard University.  Our apartment is strategically 
located in Central Square, directly in between 
Harvard and MIT!  Although students are not 
our only target, they represent a significant part 
of our calling.  Gina and I have realized that the 
further we get away from college campuses, the 
less fulfilled we feel in our personal calling.  

I was saved in college during a very difficult 
time in my life.  I was a broken mess.  Through 
a campus minister who loved me and pursued 
me, I gave my life to Jesus!  Little did I know I 
would be leading a network of campus ministries 
10 years later (BASIC) and then moving on to 
launch a church near the #1 university in America 
(Harvard)!

4 US Ministries F.A.M.I.L.Y. / Fall 2009

  The Harvard Church Launch 
      the Murawski Family
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  Campus ministry has profoundly impacted 
my life and will continue to impact soon-to-be 
leaders worldwide! 

I like what one pastor said to me, ªI have a 
sense you are not just going to 
plant a church, but to influence 
nations.  The students from 
Harvard and MIT are going to 
change nations.  Why wouldn't I 
want to get behind that?º   

We believe that God wants to see living water 
again flow from Harvard and life-giving 
churches birthed in Cambridge.  Harvard has a 
rich spiritual history.  John Harvard, a wealthy 
minister and the school's first benefactor, gave 
his library and half, his estate to see the college 
established.   Also, Harvard's first motto was 
ªFor Christ and the Church.º  

If you would like to keep in touch with us, you 
can sign up to receive blog updates and/or our 
monthly e-newsletter.  This can all be done 
at www.jcboston.org or contact me directly at 
kentboston1@gmail.com.   
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Winston I. Nunes Growth 
Seminars is a 
three year training 
mentoring program 

dedicated to 
equipping the 
young emerging 
leaders within our 

constituency.   Our first 
cohort was made up of all Elim people.  
The Lord has subsequently challenged us 

to enlarge our borders 
by inviting other 
ministerial movements 

that have similar 
theological 
underpinnings, 
to work 

together in order 
to strengthen the 

WINGS participants.  
Presently WINGS is a co-

operative effort between Elim 
Fellowship, Liberty Fellowship 
and North Country Fellowship.  

Each of the three Fellowships 
provides students to the program and 
presenters to teach.

By working together we are able to enhance the 
experience of each student by providing a broader 
expression of the body of Christ, cross-pollenization 
between the respective movements and modeling 
an inclusive mindset.  The size of each cohort is 
intentionally limited to approximately 25 participants, 
which provides for a good teacher/student ratio.  This 
size group also allows for meaningful mentoring and 
relationship building.      

Each cohort meets three times a year for three 
years.  We use the facilities of EGC and EBI for all 
the events.  The January and September meetings 
are Thursday night thru Saturday noon.   The May 

meeting is held during the EF annual leadership 
conference so the meetings are from Tuesday thru 
Saturday noon.   

The age of the participant is below 35 years old.  
They must be active in ministry and they must be 
recommended to the program.  The costs for the 
program though very reasonable are not to be borne 
by the participant.  The home church of each student 
usually covers the annual fees of $600.  The fee 
covers all costs other then transportation, which 
are motel, meals and snacks, presenter honorarium, 
training materials and books.  The fee also covers the 
costs of the May conference.

Each time the cohort meets a single topic is covered 
in depth.  Each presenter takes a different aspect of 
the topic.  The goal of the meeting is to teach and to 
provide materials in such a way for the student to take 
back something of what they have learned to their 
local church in order to teach others.  The topics are 
changed as necessary in order to stay current with 
the issues facing each cohort.  Some of the topics 
presently being offered are Pastoral Counseling, 
Strategic Planning, Leadership and Excellence, 
Ministers Privet/Public Life, Spiritual Warfare and 
Expository Preaching,  

Presently we start a new cohort every two years.  
This January we started our third cohort.  The second 
cohort graduates this September.  I have been with the 
second cohort from the beginning.  I will be retiring 
from my EF responsibilities in May but will continue 
to stay with this group till graduation.  

Andy Zack is heading up the newly formed third 
cohort and is presently putting together a team to 
move WINGS into the future.  I believe WINGS 
is one of the most significant ministries we have 
launched in US Ministries in the last ten years.  And 
the future is bright.    

WINGS is up and flying!
Pastor Joe Nettleton



•onth €€• €€€€   Lorem Sit  7

     
                                  

                              We are here to serve!
                                        The WINGS Team
    Andy Zack – WINGS Director                                         Eric Scott– US Ministries Director

  azack@lovejoy.org ; cell 716-208-1520                                 ericscott@elimfellowship.org 

   Dan Freda –  Administrator      Jessica Wallace – Administrative Assistant

      dfreda@elimfellowship.org                      jwallace@elimfellowship.org 

                                           Stephanie Zeller - Szeller@elimfellowship.org 
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“Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up... (1 Thess. 5:11)

(Continued from pg, 3)  CHANGES OF STATUS:

Rebecca Abbey -   Licensed to Ordained          Domenica Arnold - Licensed to Ordained

Glen Beers  - Christian Worker to Licensed      Carol Belec - Christian Worker to Licensed

Glen Zehr  -  Licensed to Ordained

             In a Fuller Institute of Church Growth survey of pastors:
                                   50% felt unable to meet the needs of the job
    90% felt they were inadequately trained to cope with ministry
                      70% say they have lower self-esteem now than when they started out
    70% do not have someone they consider a close friend

 The next WINGS Cohort  will  begin 
in January of  2011. If you know of 
anyone who would benefit from this 
program and would like to recommend 
them, please let us know. 
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Elim Fellowship
1703 Dalton Road

Lima, NY 14485
E-mail: family@elimfellowship.org

Phone: (585) 582-2790
Fax: (585) 624-1229

US Ministries F.A.M.I.L.Y.

Senior Editor:   Eric W. Scott
Assistant Editor:  Jessica Wallace
Contributing Editor:  Stephanie Zeller
Layout & Design:  Jessica Wallace
Proofing:   David Spencer 
This publication is designed to provide accurate 
information in regard to the subject matter covered. 
It is provided with understanding that neither the 
publisher nor the author of any article is engaged 
in rendering legal, accounting or other professional 
service. If legal advice or other expert assistance is 
required, the services of a competent professional 
should be sought.

Affiliated Church Giving Report:

Aug. 2009 Giving            $6,502
Year-To-Date Giving               $58,577        
Year-To-Date Budgeted   $51,466

Welcome to our 
new Missionaries:

Sara Cliff  ~ Asia 

Jonathan & Dani Bowden 

~ Niger 

Deb Kleissler ~ Asia  

Audrey Oppedisano ~ Asia  

Danielle Drake ~ Asia 

Jodi Seidler ~ Asia 

 

Pastor Jack Hempfling's new devotional, Before You 
Go, is unique in a number of ways.  It is the only 
40 day prayer-preparation devotional of which I 
am aware, specifically designed to help short-term 
missionaries get ready for the adventure that awaits 
them.  Those who are going overseas, especially 
if they are going for the first time, do not know 
what to expect.  How could they?  There are many 
notions which may be based more in fantasy than 
reality. There are many things that may be expected 
which should not be, and there may be unexpected 
things that could surprise them.  This devotional 
helps the soon-to-be released missionary get ready 
for the realities of front-line service on a spiritual 
battleground.

Pastor Jack brings to light various aspects of short-
term missionary service. Through thoughtful and 
insightful stories, illustrations, and his personal 
experiences, the wonderful opportunities as well as 
the pitfalls of serving in a team setting in a cross-
cultural environment are opened up and explored.   
In Before You Go, many aspects of short-term team 
ministry are addressed. The missionary can meditate 
and pray about the topic for each day, allowing God 
to adjust and prepare the heart.

Some of the subjects that are touched upon are: 
keeping your devotional life going both before you 
leave and once on the field, getting along with 

an annoying team 
member; being flexible, 
submission to authority, 
avoiding superior 
attitudes, building your 
prayer and support 
team; the joy of serving 
the Lord even in 
difficulties; avoiding 
inappropriate emotional 
or physical attachment with team members or 
nationals, and so on. Pastor Jack doesn't gloss over 
these issues, but hits them head on.  His purpose 
is to help the soon-to-be missionaries prepare 
themselves in spirit and soul for the challenges 
which lie ahead. A successful missionary experience 
depends on proper preparation, and this book 
should be part of that preparation.

I would recommend that all short-term missionaries 
utilize this forty day devotional each time they go 
on a trip, beginning 40 days before their departure.  
I would also recommend that all missionaries, even 
those who are career and have been on the field 
a long time, would go through this devotional at 
least once a year. It is a great tool and I hope that it 
will benefit thousands of short-termers. I give it my 
highest recommendation.
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